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SUBJECT: AFTERMATH OF DISK MARCH 20 DEMONSTRATIONS 
REF: ANKARA 2124 (DTG 21 1223Z MAR 78) 

1 . PUBLIC DISCUSSION AND DEBATE CONTINUES CONCERNING THE 
SIGNIFICANCE AND CONSEQUENCES OF THE TWO-HOUR DEMONSTRATION 
STAGED ON MARCH 20 BY DISK (CONFEDERATION OF TURKISH 
REVOLUTIONARY TRADE UNIONS). THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR CONDUCTED 
AN INTERROGATION OF THE DISK LEADERS INVOLVED AND EXPRESSED 
THE OPINION THAT THE DURATION AND PURPOSE OF THE TWO-HOUR 
DEMONSTRATION DID NOT JUSTIFY THE ARREST OF THE DISK LEADERS. 
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HE TOLD REPORTERS HE WAS UNDECIDED WHETHER THE CASE SHOULD 
BE SENT TO COURT BUT WOULD CONTINUE HIS INVESTIGATIONS. 

2. DISK PRESIDENT ABDULLAH BASTURK AND TOB-DER (LEFTIST 
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION) PRESIDENT GULTEKIN GAZIOGLU MADE 
DECISION TO HOLD THE DEMONSTRATION WAS ILLEGAL AND IRRESPONSIBLE. 
THE DECISION, THEY SAID, WAS NOT AN ACTION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT 
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BUT AGAINST FASCIST AGGRESSIONS AND MURDERS AND THE POWERS 
BEHIND THEM. DISK LEADERS FURTHER HELD A MEETING AT GONEN 
WHERE THEY REAFFIRMED THEIR DETERMINATION TO FIGHT AGAINST 
FASCISM. THEIR JUSTIFICATION AND STRENGTH, THEY SAID. LAY 
IN SOCIALISM WHICH IS THE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY OF THE 
WORKING CLASSES. SINCE THESE PRINCIPLES WERE NOT FULLY 
UNDERSTOOD BY THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, DISK WILL LAUNCH AN EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM TO TEACH THEM HOW TO FIGHT FASCISM EFFECTIVELY. 

3. ECEVIT SUPPORTERS REPEATED THE CHARGE THAT THE WORK BOYCOTT, 
HOWEVER BRIEF, WAS ILLEGAL AND CONTRIBUTED TO ANARCHY. 

RIGHT-WING SPOKESMEN AND PRESS CRITICIZED THE GOVERNMENT FOR 
INCOMPETENCE IN THE FACE OF INCREASING ANARCHY. 

4. TURK-IS (THE CONFEDERATION OF TURKISH TRADE UNIONS) 

SUPPORTED ECEVIT'S POSITION. THEY DENOUNCED THE 

DISK ACTION FOR SPREADING ANARCHY AND CONTRIBUTING TO THAT 
SERIOUS PROBLEM IN THE COUNTRY. ACTIVISTS, THEY SAID, 

CONCENTRATING ON THE YOUTH WERE TRYING TO SPREAD THEIR 
INFLUENCE OVER THE WORKERS AND TO DRAG THE TRADE UNIONS 
INTO ANARCHY. DISK HAS FALLEN INTO THAT TRAP WHICH TURK-IS 
HAS ALWAYS AVOIDED. 

5. COMMENT: BASTURK WAS ABLE TO KEEP THE DISK EXECUTIVE 
BOARD FIRMLY BEHIND HIM AND ESTABLISHED HIMSELF MORE STRONGLY 
AS A SPOKESMAN FOR THE LEFT. IN THE CONFRONTATION WITH ECEVIT, 
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HOWEVER, HE PROBABLY DAMAGED HIS POLITICAL POSITION IN THE 
REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (RPP), BUT THIS IS UNCERTAIN AS IT 
IS UNKNOWN HOW THE DISK SUPPORTERS IN THE RPP HAVE REACTED. 

KEMAL TURKLER, FORMER DISK PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT OF THE METAL 
WORKERS UNION ( MADEN-IS), REMAINED SILENT THROUGHOUT 
AND HIS UNION DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE DEMONSTRATION. 

HOWEVER, THE MADEN-IS OWNED NEWSPAPER POLITIKA FULLY 
SUPPORTED THE DISK ACTION AND CRITICIZED THE ECEVIT GOVERNMENT 
FOR FAILURE TO SHOW THE REQUIRED FIRMNESS TOWARD FASCISM. 
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